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The 175th Anniversary Committee and others in our congregation have been hard at work planning a number of things to mark this milestone for St. Paul’s.
175th Anniversary Banners
You may have noticed a bright and cheery addition to our freshly painted front doors! This
weather-proof vinyl banner shows the diverse hands of the SPUC community and reads “175
years of Worshipping, Caring, and Growing” – words which describe our mission – past, present, and future!” When you enter the sanctuary, look up and to the left of the choir loft. The
beautiful new quilted banner, an image of the Tree of Life beside the number “175,” was designed and hand-made by Margaret Hutchinson.
Anniversary Tree Planting
SPUC will be planting a tree in Kings Ward Park (across from the church) in September as a
lasting memento of our 175th anniversary. Donations towards the cost are welcome – speak to
Margaret Kelly or Stuart Budd to support this project.
Anniversary Week – October 25-November 1, 2015
Mark your calendars for this week-long celebration!
"Sundays at Three" Annual Variety Concert
Sunday, October 25th at 3:00 p.m.
Classic and contemporary choral music presented by the St. Paul’s Choir and soloists
under the direction of Music Director Dr. Stephanie Burgoyne
Guest artists Sean Colwell and Laurel Grieve, Trumpet

John Sands Concert
Wednesday, October 28th at 7:00 p.m.
“Serene, nostalgic, warm and with a touch of swing…” is one description on johnsandsmusic.com. Relax and dream
with the calming and peaceful sounds of contemporary keyboardist John Sands.
Tickets $10, available in advance through the SPUC office or at the door
Anniversary Worship Service
Sunday, November 1st, at 10:30 a.m.
Guest Speaker Rev. Randy Covey, St. Paul’s minister from 1998-2002
Anniversary Banquet
Sunday, November 1st, at 12:30 p.m.
This special anniversary meal is being catered so all of our hard-working volunteers can sit back and enjoy. Catered
by Brantford’s Chef Eric Wasylensky. Before and after the banquet, tour the church and St. Paul’s Place, browse
through artifacts and memorabilia, and learn about all the exciting things happening at SPUC today!
Tickets $20, available in advance from the SPUC office – Get your tickets asap!
Anniversary memorabilia and artifacts form SPUC’s past are already on display in the narthex and sanctuary, thanks to the
detective work of Nancy Wight and Helen Hamor. Plan to join us for all the exciting events during our Anniversary Week
celebrations and stay tuned for news of more events into the New Year. Spend time with old friends and meet new ones
as we reflect on the past and look towards the future of St. Paul’s United Church!
For more information about events or to find out how you can be a part of the celebration, contact any member of the
committee: Stuart Budd, Nancy Wight, Margaret Kelley, Judy Norman, Ken Cox, Alan Kelley, Karyn Pickles, Rev. Barbara
Fullerton, Grant Brooker, Helen Hamor.
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“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new!” 2 Corinthian 5:17
175 years of mission and ministry, of worshipping –
caring – growing! Only a little over half of those years
have been in The United Church of Canada. Before all
the Congregationalists and some of the Presbyterians in
Paris began worshipping together with the people of St.
Paul’s, our church building was home to a strong Methodist congregation for almost as long as it has now been
St. Paul’s United Church.
That Methodist heritage no doubt heavily influenced
who we are today as a congregation. Yet, when even one
person joins a congregation, it becomes a new community because of their being part of it. Those Methodists
of 100 to 175 years ago would be astonished to see who
we are today!
At the top of this message is the Bible verse on which I
preached on September 13, our first service back in the
sanctuary for the fall. What might that statement by our
name-sake, St. Paul, mean for us as we deepen our relationship with God and with the world God loves through
this 175 year-old faith community we call St. Paul’s
United Church?
One place to begin might be to consider: What are the
relationships, the things happening in our life together at
St. Paul’s, that make you joyful? About which you are
passionate? We have become new in so many ways, due
to how your passion and talents have shaped our ministry, in the four years since I arrived to serve with you.
As you read through this newsletter, notice ways St.
Paul’s has or is about to “become new.” How many
ways can you name? What is happening with the GO
Intentional Community? Will the milk-bag project,
which began four years ago in October, produce 175
mats by the end of this anniversary year? How is House
to Home helping folks in our wider community? What
amazing ministry enhancement have we been able to do
in the last several years with grants? (New windows,
elevator repairs, parking lot expansion, summer garden
coordinators for the past three summers, expansion of
the garden, refurbished bedrooms in St. Paul’s Place for
the GO-Intentional Community, paying the mentor for
the GO-IC programme, to name a few.)
Our most recent grant – from the St. Stephen’sBroadway Foundation in Winnipeg – enhanced the
imaginative, energetic, and organized leadership of our
creative children’s programme coordinator Aimee Feist
and the Faith Formation committee, who led our second
Adventure Camp here at the church in August!

There had not been a summer programme of any kind for
children at St. Paul’s for many years. In this second year,
enrollment nearly doubled!
Also with the help of that grant, we are eagerly anticipating our second year of Friday Family Nights – the
monthly alternative we offer to families in place of Sunday morning programming. Over the first year, we had
eighty people of all ages participate, plus a faithful team
of fifteen or so who carried it out.
This year, we plan to add a second Friday Fun Night on
the second Fridays of each month, as a drop-off program
after supper. Families are always welcome, but if Mom
and Dad have errands or a date night, they can just drop
off the kids.
We are doing things differently! That has ME shouting
for joy!
Some of us are also wondering what God might be calling us to do related to the refugee crisis, when we have so
much and they are fleeing for their lives, many not even
making it across the Mediterranean. Middle-class people
like us are now homeless, due to war in Syria, through no
fault of their own.
In this beautiful season of Creation, as we celebrate the
bountiful harvest from a wonderful summer growing season, is God calling us to be part of bringing about new
opportunities for people whose lives have been destroyed
due to a war likely triggered by climate change? If so,
what might that look like?
Folks at Bethel Stone United Church, as well as other
Erie Presbytery congregations have passionately expressed interest in the potential of working together to
sponsor a family or families. Will we, in Christ, be part
of bringing about new lives for some of them? If you are
interested in learning more, let’s explore it together.
As we step into our fifth year of ministry together, celebrating 175 years as a congregation, I am grateful that
God has brought us this far together and will walk with
us into our future, where “in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away.” And we will be
able to say: “See, everything has become new!”
In deep gratitude for you all as we serve God together,
Pastor Barb

P a g e

U N I T E D

C H U R C H

W O M E N

Fall is a busy time for our U.C.W members as we prepare for two major fundraisers in November.
Saturday, November 7 is the Candy Cane Bazaar from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Members of the UCW will be making phone calls to our church families requesting donations for the bazaar of baking,
crafts, knitted and crocheted items, plants, bulbs, preserves, garden produce, gently used Christmas decorations, jewelry, books, puzzles, games and items for the White Elephant room.
A positive response to the calls is appreciated.
Our next major fund raiser falls on the following weekend.
Saturday, November 14th is the Christmas in Paris Tea Room from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Since we need a lot of help to run a
successful Tea Room we will be contacting women in the congregation for assistance.
The UCW Annual Meeting is on Monday, November 23rd at 7 p.m. This is an excellent time for interested women in the
congregation to come out and see what we are all about.
Unit 1 meets on Monday at 7 p.m. and Unit 2 meets Thursday at 2 p.m. during the second week of the month. All women
are welcome.
For our part in the 175th Anniversary celebration we picked up the $175 Anniversary envelope
and plan to make a donation of $1,750.
Sincere thanks to all individuals and groups who have helped with UCW projects.
Have a great Thanksgiving.
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In parallel with the “back to school” season, it is wonderful to have our choir back and to return to the beautiful sanctuary for worship.
Several choir members accompanied services over the summer and offered solos and duets to enhance our summer
services. Both our St. Paul’s congregation and our guests from Bethel expressed their gratitude for the music selections
that choir members shared over the summer months.
With the return to choir practices at the beginning of September, the choir is very busy with the weekly hymns
(including some new hymns for the Creation season), the weekly anthems and the concert repertoire.
Our next Sunday at Three concert is scheduled for Sunday October 25 at 3 pm and will be a special concert as part of
the 175th anniversary celebrations at our church. The concert will feature our choir, our instrumental ensemble, guest
trumpeters (Laurel Grieve and Sean Colwell), a violin quartet, Mr. William Vandertuin on organ and myself on piano. The
concert will include some favourite hymns as we take a musical journey through the history of the church.
Our church is also participating in an “organ crawl” hosted by the Brantford branch of the Royal Canadian College of
Organists on Saturday October 17. In an organ crawl, the participants travel between various churches where they are
welcomed by the resident organist who provides some history and a demonstration of the instrument’s capabilities. The
participating churches are Paris Presbyterian Church, St. James Anglican Church and our own St. Paul’s United Church
(the Baptist church was pleased to be invited but they are enjoying a special anniversary dinner that evening).
Again, our music ensembles welcome new members. Please consider joining us for a special season such as Advent/
Christmas or for a longer tenure. Our adult choir practices on Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:30 pm. Our Cherub choir practices
for special seasons on Sundays at 9:30 am and our instrumental ensemble rehearses on an “as need” basis.
Thank you again for your support and encouragement of the music ministry at St. Paul’s.
Respectfully submitted,
Stephanie Burgoyne, ARCCO
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Friday Family Fun Night – A Year in Review
Our first Friday Family Fun Night was in October 2014.
We were well organized and prepared, hoping that we
would have a good turnout of families. Little did we know
that the last Friday of every month, St. Paul’s United
Church would become a hub of activity for families in the
Paris community. Our evenings were filled with games,
activities, craft, stories, songs and of course food! Each
month we would meet a new family and always see returning ones! Kids were making friends; parents were
socializing while their children had all the messy fun they
could handle!
All of this fun was anchored with a greater purpose, to
introduce children and their parents to a new idea of
“church.” We met upstairs in the sanctuary for a story
that focused on a virtue, sang songs together and said a
prayer together. (Sounds a lot like Sunday morning!)
As we begin planning for another season of Friday Family
Fun Nights, we are excited to see familiar faces and looking forward to welcoming new families to St. Paul’s family programmes. We would also like to invite everyone to
a Friday Family Fun Night to see what everyone is talking
about!
Our next Friday Family Fun Night will be held on
Friday September 25th
5:30pm-8pm
Dinner at 6pm
$10 for the whole family
On the last Friday of every month!

Day Camp 2015
As the summer comes to an end and we start a new year
of family and children’s programming, we have taken
some time to reflect on our 2015 day camp. This year’s
day camp featured a “Super Hero” theme. We set out 3
expectations that we wanted our campers to leave with
at the end of the week. First, we wanted the children to
understand that “superheroes” come in all shapes and
sizes, ages, genders, and race. Second, understand that
they can be their own “superhero” in their daily live, in
their community and in the world and finally, to understand that special equipment, skills and tools are not
needed to make a difference but a willingness to help
and show kindness and love to everyone in need.
With our plan, volunteers, activities and crafts in place,
we were all set for our campers! This year we welcomed
20 campers from ages 3-10 years old! Thanks to a grant,
courtesy of the St. Stephen’s-Broadway Foundation, we
were able to offer bursaries to families with a 2nd or 3rd
child and to families who could otherwise not afford to
send their child to day camp.
Our week was filled with exciting activities like superhero
training camp, a visit from a the Grand River Conservation Authority with a few creature teachers, learning
about water conservation and protection and many visits
to the GO Project garden to learn about growing your
own food!
We also took a trip to our local library and police station
with cookies and thank you cards to show our appreciation for our town’s local “Super Heroes”!
We had a great response from parents and kids about
our camp! We look forward to seeing returning and new
campers next summer as we continue to build on this
great opportunity to connect and reach out to families
with the Paris community.
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It was most enjoyable to share worship with Bethel Stone United Church this past July and August. We are looking forward to welcoming them again as they join with us for our 175th anniversary service on Nov 1 when Rev. Randy Covey
will be our guest speaker.
October will be a busy month at St Paul's:
Worldwide Communion will be celebrated on October 4.
Thanksgiving wil be celebrated on October 11 when our special services decorators will enhance the beauty of the sanctuary with seasonal decorations. We greatly appreciate the work of this talented group.
Please join us for the next "Sundays at Three" concert on October 25. Our choir director, Stephanie Burgoyne, and the
choir, along with guest artists Sean Colwell and Laurel Grieve are hard at work on preparations for this exciting event.
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In this Anniversary year, we are so grateful for your generosity in your ongoing tithes and offerings, time, and talent!
There are also two additional fun ways to support the mission of St. Paul’s with a special Anniversary gift. One is by using
the 175th Anniversary envelopes, numbered 1 to 175 and hanging on the sides of the sanctuary. Place a cheque or cash
in the amount that matches the number on the front of the envelope you choose. Or consider giving a gift in some multiple of 175. Our minister announced in the spring that she intends to give $17.50 (175 dimes every week, for a total of
$910 by the end of the year, in addition to her regular tithe through PAR. (Pastor Barb, this is a public service reminder of
what you said!) How about you? How creative will you be?

Election Decisions
The United Church has produced a 2015 Federal
Election Kit to learn more about key election issues
and their connection with faith and to help you as
an individual and as part of a faith community participate fully in the democratic process. Download it
at:
http://united-church.ca/getinvolved/takeaction/
election or stop by the church office for a copy.
The kit includes background information on election
issues and questions you can ask candidates.
It does NOT tell you how to vote and it does NOT
endorse candidates or particular political parties. It
offers material to help you reflect and make your
own decisions in light of your faith.
Remember to vote on October 19! It is your responsibility as a citizen!

Refugee Crisis – Information posted on The United Church of Canada website (http://www.united-church.ca/files/humanrights/
refugees/sponsor.pdf)
Uprooted people at the crossroads of life number 20 million refugees, 25 million internally displaced (within their own countries),
30 million economic migrants forced from their homes to survive
and the desperate who become fodder for human smugglers and
traffickers. In our world, about 1 person in 50 is uprooted. We
know that Christ walks with those forced from home for political,
environmental, or economic reasons; with those who have been
denied the basic right to remain in their country of origin in safety
and dignity; with involuntary movements prompted by survival
needs.
Your congregation can welcome the “Stranger” and those with
Him who have been made strangers from their own homes:
• Refugees, identified by Canadian Visa Posts abroad, are waiting
for our United Church sponsorship.
• Make a commitment to sponsor a refugee in need of a permanent home.
• Talk to people in the congregation and form a refugee sponsorship group.
• Get “And You Also Welcomed Me” from UCRD or check out the
refugee sponsorship material on The United Church of Canada
website [www.united-church.ca/humanrights/refugees]
• Use the information to determine whom and how you can sponsor.
• Make a difference in the world: an investment of time, energy
and resources gives a refugee (and a congregation) new reason
to live.
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St Paul’s GO Project Intentional Community
This summer, the GO Intentional Community welcomed a number of visitors both to our regular community meals
and in our new retreat stream, for which there is a small fee or participants can work an hour a day in the garden in
lieu of paying Retreat costs.
In the Retreat stream, we welcomed two participants during the Skylight Festival and thirteen young adults involved
with other GO Project ministries. We also billeted 8 young people and 2 adults from the Watoto Children’s Choir (on
tour from Uganda) for two days and along with our Mission and Outreach Committee hosted the entire choir as well
as Rev. Ralph’s family from Paris Baptist Church at the community meal. The Watoto choir members and children
from SPUC had a great time playing soccer in the park after supper!

Later in the summer, we welcomed a group of 15 youth on pilgrimage from across the country to General Council in
Cornerbrook, Nfld. in August.
For the third summer in a row, we hired a summer garden coordinator, Abigail, who – in addition to growing a fantastic garden – helped teach children at St. Paul's Summer Adventure Camp about gardening. These staff positions
were fully paid through grants from Canada Summer Jobs, an initiative of the Federal Government.
Flexibility has been the mantra that the steering group and the community members have been living by, since we
began as a partnership between Islington United Church and St. Paul’s in May 2013. In that time, we have welcomed adults in four streams of membership. Three were in our main residential program, each of whom stayed in
the IC for 5 months or longer, and several in the Retreat stream, noted above. After the community expanded to nonresident membership for local young adults not able to physically live in community, but who commit to living intentionally within the Rule of Life, Emily became our first “oblate” in April 2014 and is an active member of the community. Three members of our steering committee – Ken, Karyn, and Pastor Barb – also covenanted as “companion
members” during Lent.
Members of the community have been involved in a variety of ministries in the Paris area. The pillars of our programs are the community garden and weekly community meal which has fed on average 12-15 people weekly since
May 2013, including some of the community’s most vulnerable members. That’s approximately 1500 meals shared
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SUNDAYS Join us every Sunday morning at 10:30 for praise and worship. After the service, we enjoy fellowship (and
coffee and cookies!) downstairs in the auditorium. All are welcome! If you are new to St. Paul’s, help us to get to know
you and how we can be of service to you. Please fill out our “Welcome to St. Paul’s!” card in your pew rack and place it
in the offering plate.
CHILDREN are a part of the St. Paul’s family. Our well equipped, staffed nursery downstairs is available. There are also
comfy places at the back and front of the sanctuary where there are quiet activities for those with young children.
Please make yourself at home in either location.
ACCESSABILITY is important to the St. Paul’s family. Please know that we have hearing aid stations available in many of
our pews. Tape recordings of our services are also available for your listening pleasure. If large print bulletins are
needed, please let our ushers know and we will ensure larger bulletins are printed for you. As well, we have a roomy elevator available and an operator available to assist you. If there are other needs, please let the office know.
FACILITIES Many areas of the building are available for booking for your next family or community event. Contact the
church office for more information or to book.
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Check out our website www.stpaulsparis.com for up-to-date information
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/St-Pauls-United-Church-Paris-Ontario
And you can always call us at 519-442-4223 or visit us in person at 48 Broadway St. West
in Paris.
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Barbara Fullerton
Music Director: Dr. Stephanie Bourgoyne
Chair of Council: Karyn Pickles
Coordinator of Family Programs: Aimee Feist
Secretary: Karen Condon
Ministers: All the people of St. Paul’s United Church

St. Paul’s Environmental Group
The Milk Bag Mat Makers, part of St. Paul's Environmental Group, invite one and all to join
us on Wednesday mornings as we continue to make mats to be sent to developing countries. At the same time we are preventing thousands of plastic milk bags from filling our
land-fill sites. We are now working on our 152nd mat and would love to have your help in
achieving our goal of 175 mats by the end of 2015. Our goal of 175 mats is to coincide
with St. Paul's 175th Anniversary. Why not drop by the Green Room which is off the auditorium to learn more about our Milk Bag Mat Mission. For further details contact Susan
Vanstone at 519-442-3238.

Notice: The Deadline for newsletter submissions to the office for the next newsletter is November 11.
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COMING EVENTS
ST. PAUL’S TURKEY SUPPER
Saturday, September 26, 2015
6:00 p.m.
One sitting only
Turkey, Potatoes, Gravy, Peas & Turnip, Cranberries,
Coleslaw, and Pie
St. Paul’s United Church
48 Broadway St. W., Paris
Tickets $15.00 for Adults
$5.00 for ages 5 - 12
Takeout available, Limited delivery within town
Call the Church Office 519-442-4223
(Wednesday – Friday 9:00a.m. – 3:30p.m.)
Or 519-442-3435

Message from the Chair—Karyn Pickles
Psalm 118:24 This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Happy Anniversary, everyone! And I mean EVERYONE – whether you were delivered this newsletter by an elder because your address is on the official rolls or you picked it up at a friend’s house or a waiting room, if you are reading these words, you are a valued part of the SPUC community. SPUC is an open community that celebrates diversity and welcomes all who wish to be a part of
activities, programs, worship services, and events.
Jeremiah 29:11 For know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a
hope.
SPUC is a church with a mission – Worshipping, Caring, and Growing in our changing Church, Community and World – and this year
we are celebrating 175 years of doing just that. Drop by any time to see some of the exciting changes that are happening inside
and out of the building in preparation for our milestone anniversary year. Our main entrance has received a facelift with the front
doors freshly stripped and repainted, the parking lot has been expanded with 10 new parking spaces, with signs and new gardens
still to come, and a growing collection of artifacts and memorabilia from SPUC’s history is on display in the narthex and sanctuary.
Psalm 100:2
In this newsletter you will read about some of the activities that have taken place over the last few months as well as the plans for
SPUC’s 175th Anniversary Celebrations coming up in the fall.
Being God's People
We strive to BE Christ's hands, feet and voice
By worshiping, caring and growing
In our changing Church, Community and World

